
Social Studies 
 
Geography & History of the World (1570)   [GEO-HST WLD]   
Grade 9-12     Term Length 2     Credit 2  
Geography and History of the World is designed to enable students to use the geographic “way of looking at the 
world” to deepen their understanding of major global themes that have manifested themselves over time—for 
example, the origin and spread of world religions; exploration; conquest, and imperialism; urbanization; and 
innovations and revolutions. Specific geographic and historical skills and concepts of historical geography are used 
to explore these global themes primarily but not exclusively for the period beginning in 1000 CE. The skills are 
grouped into five sets, each representing a fundamental step in a comprehensive investigative/inquiry procedure. 
They are: forming research questions, acquiring information by investigating a variety of primary and secondary 
sources, organizing information by creating graphic representations, analyzing information to determine and explain 
patterns and trends, and presenting and documenting findings orally and/or in writing.  The historical geography 
concepts used to explore the global themes in Geography and History of the World include change over time, origin, 
diffusion, physical systems, cultural landscapes, and spatial distribution and interaction. By using these skills, 
concepts and the processes associated with them, students are able to analyze, evaluate, and make predictions about 
major global developments. Geography and History of the World is designed to nurture perceptive, responsible 
citizenship, encourage and support the development of critical thinking skills and lifelong learning, and to help 
prepare Indiana students for employment in the 21st Century.  
 
World History and Civilization (1548)  [WLD HST/CVL] 
Grade 9-12     Term Length 2     Credit 2 
World History and Civilization provides for a study of selected world cultures, past and present.  The content of this 
course provides a basis for students to compare and analyze patterns of culture, emphasizing both the diversity and 
commonality of human experience and behavior.  This course emphasizes the interaction of local cultures with the 
natural environment, as well as the connections among civilizations from earliest times to the present.  This course is 
designed to focus on: (1) prehistory; (2) early world civilizations, including the rise of civilizations of the Middle 
East, Africa, and Asia; (3) the classical civilizations of Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America; and (4) the 
development of modern societies.  This course will also trace important themes in human history or be designed to 
focus on a comparative study of two or more selected societies.  
 
United States History (1542)  [US HIST] 
Grade 11     Term Length 2     Credit 2 
United States History emphasizes national development in the late nineteenth and the twentieth centuries and builds 
upon concepts developed in previous studies of American history.  Students in this course also identify and review 
significant events, figures, and movements in the early development of the nation.  After providing such a review, 
the course gives major emphasis to the interaction of historical events and geographic, social, and economic 
influences on national development in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  A chronological, topical, or 
comparative approach can be used in developing themes from America’s past as they relate to life in Indiana and the 
United States today.  Students demonstrate the ability to trace and analyze chronological periods and examine the 
relationship of significant themes and concepts in United States history.  Students will be able to sequence historical 
events, examine cause and effect, identify different perspectives, and relate historical situations to current issues.  
Opportunities are given to develop inquiry skills by gathering and organizing information from primary source 
material and a variety of historical and contemporary sources, accounts, and documents.  Investigation of themes 
and issues include analysis of the importance of cultural pluralism and diversity of opinion in American society.  
Students learn to exercise their skills as citizens in a democratic society by engaging in problem solving and civic 
decision making in the classroom, school, and community settings.  
This course is required for graduation.  
 
American Studies 11 – United States History (1542) (Vincennes Hist 139) In conjunction with English Honors 11 
Grade 11     Term Length 2                                           Credit 2 weighted 
Prerequisite:  English 10 or Honors with no term grade lower than B- (or recommendation o teacher); Passing 
score on the ECA English portion 
American Studies is a course that combines United States History and Honors English 11.  Since this is an honors 
course with a dual enrollment element, the course study requires depth. Coupled with learning and implementing the 
Indiana English Academic Standards of Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language, the course is also 
designed to challenge students to critically read, discuss, study, analyze, and synthesize United States History from 
its initial stages to the present (while incorporating the Indiana United States History Standards).  The course will 
also encourage and expect students to establish original judgments through discussions and analytical and persuasive 
writing based upon the application of past and present events, themes, American literature, and concepts as they 



relate to future political, environmental, and diplomatic possibilities.  Furthermore, students will study, analyze, and 
establish connections between American fiction and nonfiction in relationship to the time periods in which they 
were written or associated.  Ultimately, the student will become well versed in United States History, American 
literature, and English.  This is a year-long course. ***Three college credits for U.S. History can also be earned 
through the Vincennes University, Project EXCEL program (HIST 139). 
 
United States Government (1540)  [US GOVT] 
Grade 12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
United States Government provides a framework for understanding the nature and importance of responsible civic 
participation and for learning the rights and responsibilities of individuals in a constitutional democracy.  The course 
enables students to explore the historic origins and evolution of political philosophies into contemporary political 
and legal systems.  Constitutional structure and the processes of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of 
the national, state, and local levels of government are examined.  Students learn to draw conclusions about the 
impact and interrelationships of history, geography, and economics upon our system of government.  They also learn 
to demonstrate an understanding of the governmental structures of the United States and other political systems, as 
well as the relationship of American government to world affairs.  Students learn to analyze the roles of individuals 
and groups in the political process by identifying and analyzing political issues.  They also learn to access data from 
primary and secondary resources and use current technology to access relevant source materials and as a tool for 
producing documents in support of learning projects.  Students have opportunities to take, defend, and evaluate 
positions on current issues that impact political decision-making.  They should understand their ability to influence 
policies and decisions as individuals and in groups.  Related learning experiences in the school and community 
enable students to learn how to participate effectively in the political process.  The study of United States 
Government also offers students opportunities to develop knowledge, inquiry skills, and the means to preserve and 
improve our constitutional democracy.   This course is required for graduation.  
 
Economics (1514)  [ECON] 
Grade 12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
Economics includes a study of the allocation of scarce resources and their alternative uses for satisfying human 
wants.  This course examines basic models of decision making at various levels and in different areas including: (1) 
decisions made as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and voter; (2) business decisions to maximize profits; and 
(3) public policy decisions in specific markets dealing with output and prices in the national economy.  This course 
will include study of scarcity and economic reasoning, supply and demand, market structures, role of government, 
the role of financial institutions, economic stabilization, and trade.  Students will explain that because resources are 
limited, people must make choices and understand the role that supply, demand, prices, and profits play in a market 
economy.  This course will also contain a business simulation that will require students to make various decisions on 
how to effectively run a company.  They will utilize many of the concepts learned during the course.  There will also 
be a stock market simulation using several weeks of data.  Students will take current trends in the economy and 
relate that to their current and future lives.  This course is required for Core 40 and Academic Honors Diplomas.  
Qualifies as a quantitative reasoning course. 
 
Indiana Studies (1518)  [IN STUDIES]   In conjunction with Topics in History 
Grades 10-12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
Indiana Studies is an integrated course that compares and contrasts state and national developments in the 
areas of politics, economics, history, and culture. The course uses Indiana history as a basis for understanding 
current policies, practices, and state legislative procedures. It also includes the study of state and national 
constitutions from a historical perspective and as a current foundation of government. Examination of individual 
leaders and their roles in a democratic society will be included and student will examine the participation of citizens 
in the political process. Selections from Indiana arts and literature may also be analyzed for insights into historical 
events and cultural expressions. 
 
Topics in History (1538)  [TOP HIST]  In conjunction with Indiana Studies 
Grades 10-12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
Topics In History provides students the opportunity to study specific historical eras, events, or concepts. 
Development of historical research skills using primary and secondary sources is emphasized. The course 
focuses on one or more topics or themes related to United States or world history. Examples of topics might include: 
(1) twentieth- century conflict, (2) the American West, (3) the history of the United States Constitution, and (4) 
democracy in history. 
 
 
 
 



Psychology (1532)  [PSYCH]    (Academy only) 
Grades 11-12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
Psychology provides an opportunity to study individual and social psychology and how the knowledge and methods 
of psychologists are applied to the solution of human problems.  Content for the course includes some insights into 
behavior patterns and adjustments to social environments.  Childhood development, adolescent development and 
later stages of human development will be focused on.  Socio-cultural dimensions of behavior deal with topics such 
as conformity, obedience, perceptions, attitudes, and influence of the group on the individual.  The brain and 
nervous system function, including sensation, perception, motivation, and emotion will be addressed.  The course 
should develop critical attitudes toward superficial generalizations about human beings, respect for the difficulty of 
establishing the truth of a proposition, and a heightened sensitivity to the feelings and needs of others.  Students will 
also maintain a journal based on hypothetical or real life situations that involve different areas of psychological 
thought.  Current issues relating to psychology will also be addressed.  
 
African Studies (1500)  [AFR STUDIES]   (Academy only) 
Grade 9-12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
African Studies helps students understand and appreciate the diverse peoples, cultures, and economic systems  
of the African continent. This course examines: (1) the early kingdoms and cities of Africa, (2) early trade routes  
with Europe and the East, (3) the influence of African culture in the Americas, (4) European colonization of  
Africa, (5) African influences in the United States, (6) the establishment of independent nations in Africa, and (7)  
contemporary traditions, literature, art and other aspects of culture. 
 
 
Global Economics (4558)  [GLOB ECON]   (online only) 
Grade 12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
Global Economics is a business course that provides students with an understanding of their role as consumers  
and producers in domestic and global economies. This course enables students to understand how the economic 
system operates while comprehending their role in that system. Students deal with public policy, international 
economics, microeconomics, and macroeconomics in comparing economic systems and using selected economic 
measures.  Qualifies as a quantitative reasoning course. 
 
Sociology (1534)  [SOCIOLOGY]   (online only) 
Grades 11-12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
Sociology provides opportunities for students to study group behavior and basic human institutions.  Broad areas of 
content include the study of institutions found in all societies and could involve: (1) the family, (2) religion, (3) 
community organizations, (4) political and social groups, and (5) leisure time organizations.  Students will describe 
the development of sociology as a social science and identify methods of research.  The changing nature of society 
will also be examined.  Moral values, traditions, folkways, the mobility of people, and other factors in society that 
influence group behavior should also be included in the study of Sociology.  This course will also feature guest 
speakers that specialize in different areas of study.  Current sociological issues will also be addressed.  
 
State and Local Government (1536)  [ST/LOC GOVT]    (online only)  
Grade 12     Term Length 1     Credit 1 
State and Local Government is the study of the function and organization of state, county, city, town, and township 
government units. The primary focus is on the major factors and issues in the state’s political development. This 
course also traces the role and influence of political and social institutions on a state’s political development. 
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